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Thoothukudi may get $10 billion LATAM
investment amid growing trade ties

Lithium and rare earth imports through South Indian ports are emerging as a priority,
aligned with India’s energy security goals.
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India- Latin America trade HQ to be set up in
Chennai

The chamber has now announced a renewed focus on Tamil Nadu to facilitate up to $40 million in
investment from Latin America, particularly in sectors like agri-processing, renewable energy, and
manufacturing.
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Indian-Latin American Trade Headquarters Set to Transform
Chennai into Gateway for $20 Billion Bilateral Commerce

< By Publicmitra 03 CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, Government

Chennai, the vibrant capital of Tamil Nadu, is poised to become the epicenter of India’s burgeoning trade relationship with Latin
America. The Indo-Latin American Chamber of Commerce (ILACC) has announced ambitious plans to establish its trade headquarters in
Chennai, marking a pivotal moment in the evolution of bilateral commerce between these two dynamic regions.

The Strategic Vision Behind Chennai’s Selection

The decision to establish the Indian-Latin American trade headquarters in Chennai represents a calculated strategic move that
leverages the city’s inherent advantages as a business hub. India’s trade with Latin America stood at approximately $20 billion in 2024-
25, with major sectors including pharmaceuticals, engineering goods, agriculture, and IT, according to the Indo-Latin American Chamber
of Commerce (ILACC). The chamber has now announced a renewed focus on Tamil Nadu to facilitate up to $40 million in investment from
Latin America, particularly in sectors like agri-processing, renewable energy, and manufacturing.

Chennai’s selection as the headquarters location stems from several compelling factors that make it an ideal gateway for Indo-Latin
American commerce. The city’s robust infrastructure, skilled workforce, and strategic coastal location provide unprecedented access to
both domestic and international markets. As one of India’s major ports and industrial centers, Chennai offers the logistical capabilities
essential for facilitating large-scale trade operations.

Understanding the Indo-Latin American Chamber of
Commerce (ILACC)

The Indo-Latin American Chamber of Commerce serves as the primary catalyst fi X @ BlackDog

American nations. This not-for-profit organization, recognized by the Government of India, has been instrumental in promoting bilateral
trade and commerce while providing comprehensive support to businesses seeking to expand their operations across these regions.
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Chennai, 13th July 2025: The Indo Latin American Chamber of Commerce (ILACC), New Delhi, India, successfully hosted the inaugural

edition of the Global Trade Networking Conclave - Horizon 2025 at the Trident Hotel, Chennai, which marked the beginning of their South India

chapter.
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Chennai, 13th July 2025: The Indo Latin American Chamber of Commerce (ILACC), New Delhi, India, successfully hosted the inaugural edition of the
Global Trade Networking Conclave - Horizon 2025 at the Trident Hotel, Chennai, which marked the beginning of their South India chapter.
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ILACC Launches Its South India Chapter With Grand Inaugural
Of Horizon 2025
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The Indo Latin American Chamber of Commerce (ILACC), New Delhi, India, successfully hosted the
inaugural edition of the Global Trade Networking Conclave - Horizon 2025 at the Trident Hotel, Chennai,
which marked the beginning of their South India chapter.

Mr. Shakthiyel, President of the South India Chapter ILACC, shared his vision: “The launch of our South India
chapter signifies a strategic move to deepen our engagement with the southern states of India. This region,
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Chennai, 13th July 2025: The Indo Latin American Chamber of Commerce (ILACC), New Delhi, India,
successfully hosted the inaugural edition of the Global Trade Networking Conclave - Horizon 2025 at
the Trident Hotel, Chennai, which marked the beginning of their South India chapter.
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From Delhi To Chennai: ILACC Launches Its South India

Chapter with Grand Inaugural of Horizon 2025

TIGNETVIORK
NEW DELHI

The Indo Latin Ameri-
can Chamber of Com-
merce (ILACC), New
Delhi, India,
successfully hosted the
inaugural edition of the
Global Trade Network-
ing Conclave -~ Horizon
2025 at the Trident
Hotel, Chennai, which
marked the beginning
of their South India
chapter.

Mr. Shakthiyel, Presi-
dent of the South India
Chapter ILACC, shared
his vision: “The launch
of

our South India chapter
signifies a strategic move

to deepen our engage-
ment with the southern
states of India. This re-
gion, with its industrial
dynamism and global

outlook, is well-posi-
tioned to

play a central role in
Indo-Latin American
trade. Horizon 2025 is

just the beginning.”
The conclave witnessed
the participation of vari-
ous distinguished entre-
preneurs, industry

leaders, trade envoys,
and ambassadors from
the Latin American
countries, including
Peru, Cuba,

El Salvador, Venezuela,
Chile, and Argentina.
The event was graced by
the Chief Guest, H.E. Mr.
Alberto Antonio Guani
Amarilla, Co-Ordinator
of GruLac and Ambas-
sador of Uruguay.
Chief Guest H.E. Mr.
Alberto Antonio Guani
Amarilla, Ambassa-
dor of Uruguay, under-
scored

the value of platforms
like Horizon in building
multilateral economic
bridges and said, “This
conclave represents

a meaningful step to-
wards integrating our
economies, understand-
ing our

cultures, and creat-
ing mutual prosperity
through dialogue and
enterprise.” He also em-
phasised the
importance of ILACC
and its South India
chapter, which works
towards trade and com-
merce

prosperity.

With a focus on cross-
border collaboration,
sectoral partnerships,
and sustainable trade
initiatives, Horizon 2025
provided a powerful
platform for dialogue
and connection between

business communities
across two dynamic re-

is not just a networking
platform; it is a symbol

gions, India and LAC. of our shared future. In-
The event featured diaand Latin America
high-level di i share i poten-
business matchmaking tial for

sessions, and panel dia-
logues

aimed at enhancing
trade diplomacy and
forging partnerships in
sectors such as agricul-
ture, energy,
technology, healthcare,
education, pharmaceu-
ticals and infrastructure.
Speaking at the event,
Mr. Rajkumar Sharma,
Founder and National
President of ILACC,
emphasised the signifi-
cance of the conclave,
stating, “Horizon 2025

trade, innovation, and
sustainable develop-
ment.”

The Indo Latin Ameri-
can Chamber of Com-
merce, duly recognised
by the Ministry of Ex-
ternal

Affairs and the Ministry
of Commerce, Govern-
ment of India, continues
to champion bilateral
and multilateral engage-
ment through its four-
point agenda, i.e. Trade,
Investment, Policy, and
Advocacy.
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Thoothukudi may get $10bn LATAM investment amid growing trade ties

EXPRESS NEWS SERVI(E @Chennai

THE port city of Thoothukudi
is likely to attract a potential
$10 billion investment from a
Latin American country in the
defence and security sector,
amid growing trade ties be-
tween India and the Latin
American and Caribtean (LAC)
region.

‘T'he Investment is under ne-
gotiation and may be formal-

ised through a memorandum di. “This is for national safety
of understanding by the end of and security. I am not author-

the year, according to Raj- ised to disclose further

kumar Sharma, Presi- details,” Sharma said
dent of the Indo Latin onthe sidelines of the
American Chamber of launch of ILACC's
Commerce (ILACC). He South India Chepter

declined to name the in- in Chennai.
vesting country or con- He noted that bilat-
firm whether the project is eral trade between India

and Latin America has grown
from $2 billion 1n 2000 to $18 bil-
lion today. Lithium and rare

linked to the upcoming Ku-
lasekharapatnam spaceport be-
irg developed near Thoothuku-

earth imports throuzh South
Indian ports are emerging as a
priority, aligned with India’s
energy security goals. The an-
nouncement coincidas with a
broader strategic push to posi-
tion South India as a hub for
LAC investments in sectors
such asdefence, infrastructure,
logistics, ports, and renewable
energy Sharma said southern
states have already attracted
more than $40 millionin invest-

ments from the region, with
Temil Nadu receiving the larg-
est share.

The initiative was launched
during Horizon 2)25, abusiness
conclave hosted by ILACC to
mark the inauguration of its
South India chapter The event
brought together diplomats,
trade envoys, and business
leaders from countries includ-
inz Peru, Cuba, Chile, Venezue-
la, Argentina, and E1 Salvador:
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Chennai: The Indo Latin
American Chamber of
Commerce (ILACC), New
Delhi, India, successfully host-
ed the inaugural edition of the
Global Trade Networking
Conclave — Horizon 2025 in
Chennai, marking the begin-
ning of their South India chap-
ter.

Mr. Shakthiyel, President of
the South India Chapter
ILACC, said, “The launch of
our South India chapter signi-
fies a strategic move to deepen
our engagement with the
southern states of India. This
region, with its industrial
dynamism and global outlook,
is well-positioned to play a cen-
tral role in Indo-Latin
American trade. Horizon 2025
is just the heginning.”

The conclave witnessed the
participation of various distin-
guished entrepreneurs, indus-
try leaders, trade envoys, and
ambassadors from the Latm
American countries, including
Peru, Cuba, El Salvador,
Venezuela, Chile, and
Argentina. The event was
graced by the Chief Guest,
HE. M Alberto Antonio
Guani Amarilla, Co-Ordinator
of GruLac and Ambassador of
Uruguay.

Chief Guest Mr. Alberio
Antonio Guani Amarilla,
Ambassador of Uruguay, said,
“This conclave represents a
mezningful step towards inte-
grating our economies, under-
standing our cultures, and cre-
ating  mutual  prosperity
through dialogue and enter-
prise.”

With a focus on cross-border
collaboration, sectoral part-
nerships, and sustainable
rade initlatives, Horizon 2025
provided a powerful platform
for dialogue and connecticn
between business communi-
ties across two dynamic
regions, India and LAC.

Mr.  Rajkumar Sharma,
Founder and National
President of ILACC, empha-
sised the significance of the
conclave, stating, “Horizen
2025 is not just a networking
platform; it is a symbol of our
shared future. India and Latin
America share immense poten-
tial for trade, innovation, and
sustainable development.”
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ILACC LAUNCHES SOUTH INDIA CHAPTER WITH
HORIZON 2025 CONCLAVE IN CHENNAI

NDO LATIN AMERICAN
HAMBER OF COMMERCE

i

Chennai: The Indo Latin American Chamber of Com-
merce (ILACC) made a significant mark on the global trade
landscape with the grand inaugural of its South India Chap-
ter through the Global Trade Networking Conclave - Hon-
zon 2025, held in Chennai on July 12, 2025. This event was
a testament to ILACC's commitment to fostering economic
ties between India and Latin American countries.

Mr. Shakthiyel, President of the South India Chapter,
ILACC, expressed his vision for the chapter, highlighting
the southern states of India's industrial dynamism and glob-
al outlook as key factors in deepening Indo-Latin Ameri-
can trade relations. "Horizon 2025 is just the beginning,” he
noted, emphasizing the strategic importance of this regional
engagement.

The conclave saw distinguished participation from en-
trepreneurs, industry leaders, and ambassadors from Latin
American countries, including Peru, Cuba, El Salvador,
Venezuela, Chile, and Argentina. H.E. Mr. Alberto Antonio
Guani Amarilla, Ambassador of Uruguay, graced the event
as Chief Guest, underscoring the value of platforms like
Horizon in building multilateral economic bridges.

The event featured high-level discussions, business
matchmaking sessions, and panel dialogues focused on
enhancing trade diplomacy and forging partnerships in
key sectors. Mr. Rajkumar Sharma, Founder and National
President of ILACC, emphasized the significance of the
conclave, stating, "Horizon 2025 is not just a networking
platform; it is a symbol of our shared future.”

With its four-point agenda — Trade, Investment, Policy,
and Advocacy - ILACC continues to champion bilateral
and multilateral engagement, recognized by the Ministry
of External Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce, Govern-
ment of India. The launch of the South India Chapter marks
a new cra of cooperation and growth, unlocking immense
potential for trade, innovation, and sustainable development
between India and Latin America.
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India-LatAm trade HQ
to be set up in city

CHENNAL India’s trade with untapped potential. “We're
Latin America stood at working to transition the cur-
approximately $20 billion rent Preferential Trade Agree-
in 2024-25, with major ment (PTA) to a Free Trade
sectors including pharma- Agreement (FTA) frame-
ceuticals, engineering work,” he added.

goods, agriculture, and IT, Minerals for EVs, particu-
according to the Indo-Latin  larly lithium from Argentina,
American Chamber of Bolivia, and Chile, were a re-
Commerce (ILACC). curring theme during the con-

The chamber has now an-
nounced a renewed focus on
Tamil Nadu to facilitate up to
$40 million in investment
from Latin America, particu-
larly in sectors like agri-pro-
cessing, renewable energy,
and manufacturing.

The plans were outlined at
the Horizon 2025 conclave in
Chennai, which marked the
launch of ILACC’s South India
chapter, headquartered in the
city. While the $40 million fig-
ure is a target and not yet a
committed inflow, ILACC said
that it was working on MoUs
and investor dialogues to
move toward it.

“We see South India as a
critical region with industrial
capacity and global outlook.
Tamil Nadu, especially with
its port access and policy envi-
ronment, can lead in Indo-Lat-
in trade integration,” said
Shakthivel, newly appointed
president of the South India
chapter. “We'll focus on sec-
tor-specific  matchmaking,
trade facilitation, and out-
reach for MSMEs.”

ILACC founder and nation-
al president Rajkumar Shar-
ma said that India accounted
for just 2% of Latin America’s
imports, underlining major

clave. “These partnerships
can power India’s EV ecosys-
tem, while offering Latin
America a reliable market,”
Sharma said.

They also assured that the
balance currently tilted in In-
dia’s favour, but that ILACC
was pushing for more mutual-
ly beneficial arrangements,
not just export dominance.
The chamber is also engaging
with several Latin American
governments to simplify visa
procedures for Indian entre-
preneurs, particularly for me-
dium and small enterprises.

The event saw participation
from diplomats and trade en-
voys from nine Latin Ameri-
can countries, including Uru-
guay, Argentina, Chile, Vene-
zuela, Peru, El Salvador,
Cuba, Honduras, and Para-
guay. Chief guest HE Alberto
Antonio Guani Amarilla, Am-
bassador of Uruguay and
GRULAC coordinator, said
the platform represented “a
meaningful step toward inte-
grating our economies via dia-
logue and enterprise”.

The chamber also noted
that several of its members
have accessed central govern-
ment schemes such as the Pro-
duction Linked Incentive
(PLI) programme.
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ILACC Launches Its South India Chapter with Grand Inaugural of Horizon 2025

CHENNAI

The Indo Latin American
Chamber of Commerce (ILACC),
New Delhi, India, successfully
hosted the inaugural edition of
the Global Trade Networking Con-
clave-Horizon 2025 at the Trident
Hotel, Chennai, which marked
the beginning of their South India
chapter.

Mr. Shakthiyel, President of
the South India Chapter ILACC,
shared his vision: “The launch of
our South India chapter signifies
a strategic move to deepen our
engagement with the southern
states of India. This region, with
its industrial dynamism and glob-
al outlook, is well-positioned to
play a central role in Indo-Latin
American trade. Horizon 2025 is
just the beginning.”

The conclave witnessed the
participation of various distin-
guished entrepreneurs, industry
leaders, trade envoys, and am-
bassadors from the Latin Amer-

ican countries, including Peru,

Cuba, ElI Salvador, Venezuela,
Chile, and Argentina. The event
was graced by the Chief Guest,
H.E. Mr. Alberto Antonio Guani
Amarilla, Co-Ordinator of GrulLac
and Ambassador of Uruguay.
Chief Guest H.E. Mr. Alberto
Antonio Guani Amarilla, Ambas-
sador of Uruguay, underscored
the value of platforms like Hori-
zon in building multilateral eco-

nomic bridges and said, “This
conclave represents a meaning-
ful step towards integrating our
economies, understanding our
cultures, and creating mutual
prosperity through dialogue and
enterprise.” He also emphasised
the importance of ILACC and its
South India chapter, which works
towards trade and commerce
prosperity.

With a focus on cross-bor-

der collaboration, sectoral part-
nerships, and sustainable trade
initiatives, Horizon 2025 provid-
ed a powerful platform for dia-
logue and connection between
business communities across
two dynamic regions, India and
LAC.

The event featured high-level
discussions, business matchmak-
ing sessions, and panel dialogues
aimed at enhancing trade diplo-
macy and forging partnerships
in sectors such as agriculture,
energy, technology, healthcare,
education, pharmaceuticals and
infrastructure.

Speaking at the event, Mr.
Rajkumar Sharma, Founder and
National President of ILACC, em-
phasised the significance of the
conclave, stating, “Horizon 2025
is not just a networking platform;
it is a symbol of our shared future.
India and Latin America share im-
mense potential for trade, inno-
vation, and sustainable develop-
ment.”
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ILACC Launches South India
Chapter with Horizon 2025

Chennai:

The Indo Latin Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce
(ILACC) made a significant
mark on the global trade
landscape with the grand
inaugural of its South India
Chapter through the Glob-
al Trade Networking Con-
clave — Horizon 2025, held
in Chennai on July 12,2025,
This event was a testament
to ILACC’s commitment
to fostering economic ties
between India and Latin
American countries.

Mr. Shakthiyel, Presi-
dentofthe South India Chap-
ter, ILACC, expressed his
vision for the chapter, high-
lighting the southern states
of India’s industrial dyna-
mism and global outlook
as key factors in deepening
Indo-Latin American trade
relations. “Horizon 2025 is
Jjustthe beginning,” he noted,
emphasizing the strategic
importance of this regional
engagement.

The conclave saw distin-
guished participation from
entrepreneurs, industry lead-
ers, and ambassadors from
Latin American countries,

including Peru, Cuba, El Sal-

vador, Venczucla, Chile,and
Argentina. H.E. Mr. Alberto
Antonio Guani Amarilla,
Ambassador of Uruguay,
graced the event as Chief
Guest, underscoring the val-
ue of platforms like Horizon
in building multilateral eco-
nomic bridges.

The cvent featured
high-level discussions,
business matchmaking ses-
sions, and panel dialogues
focused on enhancing trade
diplomacy and forging part-
nerships in key sectors. Mr.
Rajkumar Sharma, Founder
and National President of
ILACC, emphasized the
significance of the conclave,

stating, “Horizon 2025 is not
Jjust a networking platform;
it is a symbol of our shared
future.”

With its four-point agen-
da - Trade, Investment, Pol-
icy, and Advocacy - ILACC
continues to champion bi-
lateral and multilateral en-
gagement, recognized by
the Ministry of External
Affairs and the Ministry of
Commerce, Government
of India. The launch of the
South India Chapter marks
a new cra of cooperation
and growth, unlocking im-
mense potential for trade,
innovation, and sustainable
development between India
and Latin America.
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ILACC launches South India
Chapter with Horizon 2025

Chennai, July 15:

The Indo Latin American
Chamber of Commerce (ILACC)
made a significant mark on the
global trade landscape with the
grand inaugural of its South India
Chapter through the Global Trade
Networking Conclave — Horizon
2025, held in Chennai on July 12.

This event was a testament to
ILACC's commitment to fostering
economic ties between India and

Mr. Shakthiyel, President of
the South India Chapter, ILACC,
expressed his vision for the chapter,
highhighting the southern states of
India’s industrial dynamism and
global outlook as key factors in

deepening Indo-Latin American
trade relations.

“Horizon 2025 1s just the
beginning.” he noted, emphasizing
the strategic importance of this
regional engagement.

The conclave saw distinguished
participation from entrepreneurs,
industry leaders, and ambassadors
from Latin American countries,
including Peru, Cuba, El Salvador,
Venezuela, Chile, and Argentina.
Alberto Antonio Guani Amarilla,
Ambassador of Uruguay, graced the
event as Chief Guest, underscoring
the value of platforms like Horizon
in building multilateral economic
bridges.
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ILACC launches South India Chapter
in Chennai to boost Indo-Latin American
Trade Relations

Chennai, July 15:

In a significant develop-
ment aimed at strengthen-
ing trade and investment
ties between India and
Latin American nations,
the Indo-Latin American
Chamber of Commerce
(ILACC) officially inau-
gurated its South India
Chapter in Chennai. The
move is expected to open
new avenues for bilateral
cooperation across sec-
tors such as agriculture,
renewable energy and
electric mobility.

The inauguration was
presided over by H.E.
Alberto A. Guani, Am-
bassador of Uruguay, who
served as Chief Guest.
The event saw the par-
ticipation of several top
Latin American envoys
including ambassadors
and senior diplomats from
Peru, Cuba, El Salvador,
Argentina, Venezuela,
and Chile, underlining a
growing momentum in
cross-regional economic
engagement.

Delivering the inaugural
address, Rajkumar Shar-
ma, National President of

ILACC, highlighted the
chamber’s strategic vision
of facilitating business
partnerships and policy-
level dialogue between
Indian and Latin Ameri-
can enterprises.

On the occasion, N.K.S.
Sakthiyvel, Chairman of
the Sakthi Group of
Companies, was appoint-
ed as the President of
the ILACC South India
Chapter. In his Speech,
Sakthiyvel emphasized
the need for sustainable
and organic agricultural
practices and pledged
to leverage his industry
experience to drive green

economic growth.

The event witnessed
participation from over
150 entrepreneurs across
sectors including renew-
able energy. EVs, agri-
business, and MSMEs,
reflecting strong indus-
try interest in the Latin
American region.

Also present were
prominent Indian digni-
taries including Justice
Vasuki (Retd.). G. San-
thanam IAS (Retd.), Bala
Subramaniam (Retd.).
Prabhakar Rao IAS
(Retd.), Itthadi
(CEO, MSME), and Vaib-
hav Sharma (Executive

Jawahar

RIZON 2025
INDIA CHAPT

Director, ILACC).

With Latin America
emerging as a key part-
ner for India in agricul-
ture, energy transition,
and critical minerals,
ILACC’s latest initiative
1s expected to deepen
business-to-business and
government-to-govern-
ment engagements, espe-
cially from South India.

The chamber plans
to facilitate trade mis-
sions, joint ventures, and
policy dialogues in the
coming months, further
institutionalizing Indo-
Latin American economic
relations.
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From Delhi To Chennai: ILACC Launches Its South
India Chapter with Grand Inaugural of Horizon 2025

HUMMER NEWS

NEW DELHI : The Indo
Latin American Chamber of
Commerce (ILACC), New
Delhi, India, successfully
hosted the inaugural edition
of the Global Trade
Networking Conclave -
Horizon 2025 at the Trident
Hotel, Chennai, which
marked the beginning of
their South India
chapter.Mr. Shakthiyel,
President of the South India
Chapter ILACC, shared his
vision: “The launch of our
South India chapter signifies
a strategic move to deepen
our engagement with the
southernstates of India. This
region, with its industrial
dynamism and global out-
look, is well-positioned to
play a central role in Indo-
Latin  American trade.
Horizon 2025 is just the
beginning.”The conclave
witnessed the participation
of various distinguished
entrepreneurs, industry
leaders, trade envoys, and

ambassadors from the Latin
American countries, includ-
ing Peru, Cuba, El Salvador,

Venezuela, Chile, and
Argentina. The event was
graced by the Chief Guest,
H.E. Mr.Alberto Antonio
Guani  Amarilla, Co-
Ordinator of GrulLac and
Ambassador of Uruguay.

Chief Guest HE. Mr
Alberto  Antonio  Guani

Amarilla, Ambassador of

Uruguay, underscored he

value of platforms like
Horizon in building multi-
lateral economic bridges
and said, “This conclave
represents a meaningful step
towards integrating our
cconomies, understanding
our cultures, and creating
mutual prosperity through
dialogue and enterprise.” He
also emphasised the impor-
tance of ILACC and its
South India chapter, which
works towards trade and

commerce prosperity.

With a focus on cross-bor-
der collaboration, sectoral
partnerships, and sustain-
able trade initiatives,
Horizon 2025 provided a
powerful platform for dia-
logue and  connection
between business communi-
ties across two dynamic
regions, India and LAC.
The event featured high-
level discussions, business
matchmaking sessions, and

panel dialogues aimed at
enhancing trade diplomacy
and forging partnerships in
sectors such as agriculture,
energy, technology, health-
care, education, pharmaceu-
ticals and infrastructure.
Speaking at the event, Mr.
Rajkumar Sharma, Founder
and National President of
ILACC, emphasised the sig-
nificance of the conclave,
stating, “Horizon 2025 is
not just a networking plat-
form; it is a symbol of our
shared future. India and
Latin  America share
immense potential for trade,
innovation, and sustainable
development.”

The Indo Latin American
Chamber of Commerce,
duly recognised by the
Ministry of External Affairs
and the Ministry of
Commerce, Government of
India, continues to champi-
on bilateral and multilateral
engagement through its
four-point  agenda, i.e.
Trade, Investment, Policy,
and Advocacy.
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